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GREETINGS FROM THE MRA PRESIDENT
Betty Childs
President, Michigan Reading Association

Professional Studies and Standards
Committee.
The continued publication of The
Michigan Reading Journal.
The continued publication of the
MRA Newsletter.
The MRA Board interacted with IRA
Past-President, Thomas Barrett in
Grand Rapids. Officers interacted
with IRA President, Walter MacGinitie in Chicago and the MRA
Board interacted with IRA PresidentElect, William Eller at St. Mary's
Lake.

Happy New Year! As we enter the New
Year· it has been traditional to reflect on
the past and make new resolutions for
the future. I would like to share the
progress of The Michigan Reading Association during 1976 and the resolutions for
the future.
Accomplishments for 1976 include:
The Michigan Reading Association
has a membership of 1759.
The Bicentennial and 25th Anniversary of MRA was celebrated at the
Michigan Reading Conference on
March 28-30th, 1976 in Grand
Rapids. It was attended by 2,640
educators.
The Legislative Action Committee
hosted a workshop on legislative
power at Mt. Pleasant on May 21,
1976.
Representation on the Michigan
Right-to-Read Advisory Council.
Representation on the Michigan Education Assessment Program Task
Force at Lansing with Dr. Porter's
staff.
Attendance at the IRA Great Lakes
Regional Leadership Workshop in
Chicago, June 17-19, 1976.
Representation on the planning committee of The Great Lakes Regional
Conference.
The establishment of a "Hot Line"
to answer questions concerning reading.
A commission of the Market Opinion
Research to determine the level of
concern the citizens of Michigan have
regarding reading.
A board retreat at St. Mary's Lake in
August to identify priorities for
1976-77.
A workshop at St. Mary's Lake in
August for Local Council Presidents.
Financial assistance to the Thumb
Area for the conference "Put Your
Whole Self In" at Vassar on October
30, 1976.
Frequent interaction with the Michigan Department of Education through

This is a sample of some of the exciting and interesting activities which have
taken place during the past year.
The MRA Board believes that it is
necessary to set goals and specific objectives to be supported with energy, time,
and money. At St. Mary's Lake the MRA
Board identified two objectives which are
to receive top priority during 1976-77.
Since there have been many concerns
regarding the reduction of funds in Section 43, Reading Support Services, the
Board agreed:
1) To intensify Legislative Action to
restore Section 43 to four million
dollars.
The second concern focused on the
Michigan Department of Education which
has developed reading objectives and the
Michigan Education Assessment Program
without a gestalt or comprehensive reading design. In 1975 the board passed a
resolution calling for a moratorium on
The Michigan Education Assessment Program Testing until a comprehensive reading program had been developed by the
Michigan Department of Education.
The Michigan Reading Association then
met with Dr. Porter on April 2, 1976 and
agreed to offer their expertise and time
in an advisory role:
2) To develop a reading model that
will create a unified effort to improve reading programs at the Michigan Department of Education and
Local Education Agency levels.
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administrative participation in the local
council. Schedule requested meetings
on a similar topic. Offer free membership to administrators and first year
teachers.

After the Board established objectives
for the state organization, a request was
made to each local council to also determine objectives for 1976-77 for the
local council. A number of councils have
responded. As other councils report, they
will be included.

Saginaw Area Reading Council

Objective: To increase membership 100%.
Will establish a representative in each
building. Membership chairman to dispense information to these representatives.

Blue Water Reading Council

Objective: To increase membership. Conduct a membership drive to encourage
parents, paraprofessionals and administrators to join.

Shiawassee Reading Council

Calhoun Reading Council

Objective: To increase membership. Speak
to Mother's Groups to interest parents.
Plan programs of interest to all levels
and non-teaching persons.

Objective: To increase local membership.
Schedule speakers to attract secondary
teachers.
Flint Area Reading Association .

Thunder Bay Reading Council

Objective: To increase membership 100%
by May, 1977. Request each member
to call four people - total eighty.
Parents to participate. Have a bosses'
night and ask members to bring their
administrators.

Objective: To promote Creative Writing
in the Reading and Language Arts Programs. Conduct inservice workshops,
share ideas at council meetings, ask
writers to visit classroom and develop a
Young Authors' Conference.

Homer L. J. Carter Reading Council

Wayne County Reading Council

Objective: To increase participation of
membership. Will establish a Legislative Action Committee. Professional
Studies and Standards Committee,
Read-A-Rama at Maple Hill Mall, and a
f~ phone-out.

Objective: To increase membership 100%.
Plan good programs with adequate publicity and "Each member sign up a
friend."
Wexaukola Reading Council

Objective: To increase membership in the
local council by including parents and
paraprofessionals.
Offer
programs
which include parents and paraprofessionals such as a Make-N-Take workshop and a community book swap.
The local councils have established
worthwhile objectives and meaningful
strategies to accomplish these objectives.
A number of strategies have already been
implemented.
The Michigan Reading Association and
the Local Councils working together have
power, influence, and ability to improve
the level of reading and enhance the
existing programs.
Best wishes to each of you as we enter
the new year and strive together to improve the quality of reading for the boys
and girls of Michigan.

Ingham Reading Council

Objective : To work closely with Ingham
Intermediate School District Reading
Consultants to bring good speakers to
motivate elementary and secondary
teachers with new ideas, methods, and
materials.
Jackson County Reading Council

Objective: To increase membership and
involvement. A survey was taken to
indicate programs and projects of
interest.
Kent

Reading

Council

Objective: To make parents more aware
of the council's goals. Request each
member of Kent Reading Council to
bring a parent to "Bring a Parent
Night."
Nila Banton Smith Reading Council ,

Objective: To increase membership and
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